
Boulder County Food & Beverage  
Pollution-Reduced Packaging Pilot Application

P RO G R A M  V I S I O N
For the first time, Boulder County is stepping in to supporting design and manufacturing of closed loop products 
with the intention to accelerate the circular economy in the county. The Boulder County Food & Beverage Pollution-
Reduced Packaging Pilot is designed to support area businesses as they transition to pollution-reduced and sustainable 
packaging formats. In partnership with Boulder County, the pilot is 
being facilitated by Resource Recycling Systems (RRS), a consulting 
firm located in Boulder with expertise in sustainable package design, 
resource management, and waste recovery systems.

The pilot program is funded by the EPA Pollution Prevention Source 
Reduction Assistance grant program and Boulder County.

P RO G R A M  B E N E F I T S
Businesses accepted into Boulder County Food & Beverage Pollution-
Reduced Packaging Pilot will join a cohort of like-minded businesses with 
the shared goal of transitioning to more sustainable packaging formats. 
Businesses accepted into the pilot will have access to the following:

• Financial Incentive: Financial support up to $10,000 will be 
offered to accepted businesses to use on sustainable packaging-related expenses.

• Technical Assistance: No cost technical and consulting services from subject matter experts. 
• Environmental and Cost Analysis: Access to tools to evaluate environmental and cost impacts associated with a 

packaging transition.
• Collaborative Workshop: Invitation only event for pilot businesses to learn, collaborate, and meet with 

packaging experts.

T I M E L I N E 

E L I G I B I L I T Y 
To be eligible for the pilot program, businesses must be food or beverage manufacturers with headquarters or a 
business location within Boulder County. Eligible businesses may package their products directly or have a co-packager 
that they send the products to for packaging. The product packaging may take place outside of Boulder County. There 
is no minimum or maximum size business. Marijuana manufacturing companies are not eligible for the pilot.

WHAT IS POLLUTION 
REDUCED PACKAGING?

The EPA defines pollution-reduced packaging 
as reusable, recyclable, and compostable, that 
reduces toxic pollutants, use of water, energy, 
and other raw materials, while supporting a 
more sustainable business model.
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Application Form 

H O W  TO  R E S P O N D
Applications are due on or before 4:00 PM Mountain Time on August 13, 2021. Applications must be submitted 
electronically to bkurzynowski@Recycle.com. Applications must be submitted in Microsoft Word or PDF formats. 

Questions?  Email Brad Kurzynowski (bkurzynowski@Recycle.com) if you have questions about the application 
process or the pilot in general.

R E Q U I R E D  B U S I N E S S  A N D  A P P L I C A N T  I N F O R M AT I O N
The following information must be included on each application.

1. Primary Contact: Name, Email, Phone, Address

2. Name of Business/Organization

3. Business website

4. Please identify your organization’s physical location. 

5. What food and beverage products do you manufacture? 
(Please list main products.)

6. What type of packaging you use? (Select all that apply)
a. Glass bottle
b. Plastic bottle
c. Aluminum bottle or can
d. Steel or tin can 
e. Plastic tray, clamshell or thermoform
f. Plastic tub or jar
g. Plastic film
h. Flexible plastic pouches
i. Paperboard box
j. Corrugated cardboard box 
k. Molded fiber tray or container
l. Compostable plastic packaging
m. Compostable paper packaging
n. Other

7. About how many units do you produce per year?

8. Where are your products packaged?

9. Who packages your products? (Your firm, a co-packager, other?)

10. Where (geographically) are your major markets?

11. What resources does your business need to successfully transition to more sustainable packaging? Select all 
that apply.

a. Technical assistance / research
b. Identifying additional co-manufacturers
c. Locating resources and research 
d. Calculating environmental / social impact of plan 
e. Connecting with experts in packaging design
f. Consumer / market surveying
g. Monetary support
h. Trainings  
i. Purchasing organization to help smaller companies get better pricing
j. Other (Please explain)

12. Time to Transition: The program funder (EPA) would like to see participating manufacturers transition to 
pollution reduced packaging on or before August 2022. Is it potentially feasible for your company to transition 
to more sustainable packaging in this time frame? Yes / No. If no, can you please explain why not?

SCORING CRITERIA 

1. Clarity: Is the company’s need and plan 
articulated well? Is the packaging type 
described well? Does the plan make sense? 

2. Need: What can the company get out of 
participating in the pilot? 

3. Impact Potential: Can the applicant 
transition to a more sustainable packaging 
type? If so, what would the impact be and 
how is the incentive going to help the 
company achieve this impact?
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B R I E F  N A R R AT I V E  P RO J E C T  P L A N
Please provide succinct and clear answers to the following questions. This is your opportunity to explain your project 
and state needed support. Note the word count suggestions and keep your responses brief. Bullet points allowed.

1. Pilot Program Plan (~200 words): Describe why you would like 
to participate in the pilot?

Some of the items you can address in your response include: 
What types of packaging is your company considering? What 
are the benefits of transitioning to new packaging? How do you 
see this pilot program helping your company make this decision?

2. Statement of Need (~200 words): What are the steps your firm 
plans to take to identify, and eventually transition, to sustainable 
packaging?

Some of the items you can address in your response include: If 
accepted into the pilot program, how will the funding, consulting 
support, LCA tools, and other resources available to pilot 
participants help your team achieve your goals? What do you 
need to help you transition to more sustainable packaging? How 
long will it take you to transition, what makes it hard?

3. Goals (~100 words):  What are your goals for transitioning to 
sustainable packaging?

What are your short-term and long-term goals and how will 
progress towards these goals be measured? What are your focused on, recyclability, composability, water 
reduction, meeting customer demand, reducing GHG emissions, other?

P RO J E C T  A S S I S TA N C E
There is a maximum of $10,000 in grant funding available per accepted business. 

1. Total Request for Assistance: What type of assistance are you requesting, if financial, how much funding are 
you requesting? If you require more than $10,000, please explain how much more and why you would need 
additional funding.

2. Funding Categories, Amounts & Descriptions (~100 words): Provide a brief budget narrative describing how 
funding will be used. 

3. Future Projection (~100 words): How will the transition be sustained or developed beyond the County’s 
funding, are you providing a match? 

ELIGIBLE FUNDING 
CATEGORIES INCLUDE:

• Marketing / Customer Research
• Project/Market Feasibility Analysis
• Prototyping/Lab Testing/R&D
• Technical Consulting
• Material Subsidization
• Other: describe in detail if you are 

requesting funding for this category.

Please note that funding is provided on a 
reimbursable basis.


